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TRUMP-INCITED MOB 
STORMS U.S. CAPITOL 


4 DIE; SEVERAL OFFICERS, 1 RIOTER INJURED 


Congress forced to flee, 


TALES 


but electoral vote count resumes hours later 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE Associated Press 


POLICE AIM their guns as Trump supporters try to break into the House chamber, an extraordinary breach of democratic order. 


ANALYSIS 


Democratic wins 
in Georgia open 
a door for Biden 


By DAVID LAUTER 
AND JANET HOOK 


WASHINGTON — Xavi- 
er Becerra’s path to Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden’s Cab- 
inet just got smoother, 
$2,000 relief checks for 
Americans became signifi- 
cantly more likely, and a pas- 
selofTrump-eraregulations 
got shakier Wednesday as 
advocates and strategists 
began calibrating how 
Democratic control of the 
Senate would reshape the 
new administration’s 
agenda. 

Democratic control in 
both chambers of Congress 
will be narrow — the still-un- 
official victories by the Rev. 
Raphael Warnock and Jon 
Ossoffin Georgia will get the 


Warnock Ossoff 


Democrats’ sweep 
secures Senate 
Victories in Georgia by 
Raphael Warnock and 


Jon Ossoff are a boon to 
Joe Biden. NATION, A12 


party only to a 50-50 tie in the 
Senate, with incoming Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
able to cast the deciding 
vote. 

Biden, in his first state- 
ment after the Georgia vote, 
continued to stress his 
theme of reaching across the 
partisan aisle to work with 
Republicans, eschewing the 
more confrontational ap- 
proach pushed by many on 
the party’s left. 

“It looks like we will 
emerge from yesterday’s 
election with Democratic 
leadership in the House and 
the Senate, and ofcourse I’m 
pleased,” Biden said. “But 
Tm also just as determined 
today as I was yesterday to 
try to work with people in 
both parties — at the fed- 
eral, state and local levels — 
to get big things done for our 
nation.” 

Despite that low-key re- 
action, however, the appar- 
ent Georgia results changed 
Biden’s calculations acrossa 
wide range ofissues. 

Until Tuesday’s election, 
Biden faced the prospect of 
being the first Democrat 
since 1885 to enter the White 
House without his party 
controlling both houses of 
Congress. Now, by contrast, 
Democrats will have the 
power to decide what bills 
and nominations — judicial 
and executive branch — 
come to the Senate floor. 

[See Biden, A12] 


Tom WILLIAMS CQ-Roll Call 


REP. JASON CROW (D-Colo.) comforts Rep. Susan Wild (D-Pa.) in the U.S. 
Capitol. A mob broke in as lawmakers prepared to certify electoral college votes. 


KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times 
“THIS IS NOT dissent. It’s disorder. It’s chaos,” President-elect Joe Biden said 
in a speech from Wilmington, Del. “It borders on sedition, and it must end now.” 


By JENNIFER 
HABERKORN, 
SARAH D. WIRE 
AND DAVID LAUTER 


WASHINGTON — Vi- 
olent supporters of Presi- 
dent Trump stormed the 
U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, 
shattering windows, ran- 
sacking offices and pound- 
ing on the barricaded doors 
of the House chamber while 
shaken lawmakers huddled 
inside. 

The extraordinary 
breach of democratic order 
— blamed by both parties on 
the president’s incitement — 
forced members to flee the 
House and Senate floors 
under armed guard, delay- 
ing Congress’ constitution- 
ally mandated count of elec- 
toral college votes. 

Four people died — a 
woman who was shot by U.S. 
Capitol Police and three oth- 
ers who perished in “medical 
emergencies,” D.C. Police 
Chief Robert Contee told the 
Associated Press. 

Authorities did not reveal 
the woman’s name or the cir- 
cumstances of the shooting. 
Several police officers were 
also injured, as was a rioter 
who reportedly fell from a 
Capitol balcony. 

The Capitol has seen fre- 
quent protests and some 
previous acts of violence — 
including a bombing in 1915 
and shooting in the House 
Gallery by four supporters of 
Puerto Rican independence 
in 1954 — but no riot compa- 

[See Capitol, A6] 


Rhetoric 
Inspires 
violence, 


backlash 


By ELI STOKOLS 
AND JANET HOOK 


WASHINGTON — Four 
years of incendiary, divisive 
and dishonest rhetoric from 
President Trump culmi- 
nated with long-predicted 
violence Wednesday as a 
mob of his supporters 
stormed the Capitol, break- 
ing its windows and doors, 
vandalizing offices and dis- 
rupting a constitutional cer- 
emony intended to validate 
the peaceful transfer of 
power to President-elect Joe 
Biden. 

The mob’s march on the 
Capitol came just after 
Trump encouraged sup- 
porters to do so during a 70- 
minute address rehashing 
his false claims that Demo- 
crats stole the election. Con- 
gress had just begun for- 
mally ushering in the post- 
Trump era by taking up the 
states’ electoral college re- 
sults. 

The televised coverage of 
thousands of pro-Trump 
insurrectionists overwhelm- 
ing police, forcing officers to 
draw their weapons and law- 
makers to flee the House 
and Senate chambers to go 

[See Backlash, A8] 


MORE WASHINGTON COVERAGE 


‘This shouldn’t happen 
in the United States’ 


A Times reporter recounts the 
panic as the House chamber is 


overrun. PERSPECTIVES, A2 


Twitter, Facebook shut 
down the president 


Temporary bans come as social 
media’s role in riot renews scru- 
tiny of tech giants. NATION, A8 


Latin America watches 
neighbor with alarm 


Observers say the violence 
reminds them of attacks on 


democracy in region. WORLD, A3 


Hospitals on the brink 


Pandemic forces some to take 
desperate steps. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Next attorney general 


Biden plans to nominate Judge 
Merrick Garland. NATION, A8 


Weather 


Partly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 70/51. B10 
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